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Will County’s Landfill

Prairie View Landfill: Opened January of 2004

Intended for Will County waste only

Expected to service the area until 2042



Gas-to-Energy 
• Gas-to-Energy Facility at County Landfill

– Cost: $1,000,000 of $7.2 million project

– Public/Private Partnership

– Revenue for future green projects

– GHG Reduced

Our largest EECBG project, and 

one that provides long-term 

funding for additional “green” 

projects in the coming decades.



Old vs New Web Education



New website opened America Recycles Day – Nov. 15, 2010

2,000 hits annually to 40,000+ visits annually







Videos of Green Businesses Page



Web-Based Education

The website has games for children & adults



Classroom Education
School Education Program (Earth Flag)

• Since 1998, our Environmental Educator awards over 
50 schools annually.

• Schools complete a variety of environmental actions 
from recycling and waste reduction to gardening, 
composting, special collections for books or clothing.

• Energy Efficiency and Water Conservation increasing.



Book Reuse & Recycling

• Each year since 1999 (usually in 

June) Will County offers a three 

day book event

• Over 10,000 books are accepted 

and most are taken for reuse.

• Whatever is not taken is recycled.

• Softcover books that are not 

suitable for reuse may be recycled 

in curbside programs. 



Electronic Recycling

• Each year since 2000 Will County 

offered at least one one-day 

collection for electronics.

• Since 2007 Will County has 

partnered with local governments to 

offer permanent, year-round sites.

• 2015 – 13 sites accepted over 4 

million pounds of electronics.

• 2016 – many sites closing due to 

weaknesses in the State Law.



Household Hazardous Waste

• Each year since 1996 Will County 

offers one to six collection events.

• Since 1999 Will County has 

contributed funds to the operation 

of a Regional Permanent HHW.

• Some HHW items are recycled.

• The cost of one-day collection 

events currently average $30,000.

• 2015 was the most successful year 



Medication Takeback

• Since 2007 Will County, with the 

IEPA, several pharmacies and 

police departments, has offered a 

network of collection sites.

• Will County is working to adapt to 

new DEA regulations that will 

allow pharmacies to take back 

controlled medications.



Traditional Recycling

• Will County offers grants to cities, 

townships and park districts to 

host Recycling Drop-Off sites.

• Since 2007 this program has 

grown even as more communities 

added curbside recycling.

• Small businesses are welcome.

• Apartments, Condos and those 

with bi-weekly curbside collection 

depend on these drop-offs.



Textile Reuse & Recycling

• May 2006 Gym Shoe Collection

• May 2007 All Shoes Collection

• 2008 All Textiles Collection – all 

types of shoes, clothing, drapes, 

tableclothes, bedding, etc.

• The Forest Preserve hosts 

collection boxes year-round. 

• Home goods are occasionally 

collected, too!



Grass/Food Recycling

• Will County has sold Compost 

Bins to encourage landscape waste 

and food scrap composting.

• Will County ordinances allow, but 

discourage, burning landscape 

materials.

• Several compost sites in Will 

County are permitted to accept 

food scraps.

• 2014 & 2015 Pumpkin Collections



Inspire & Encourage

Monthly Newsletters

• Upcoming Events

• Accomplishments

• Green Businesses

• Alternative Energy

• Tips

(sent through email)



Inspire & Encourage

Social Media

• Facebook – goal daily posts

• Twitter – goal daily posts

• LinkedIn

• YouTube

• NEW Instragram



Questions?

• Additional Topics of Interest?

• More details?

• Something missed?



More Information

Please see our website:  www.willcountygreen.com

Email Marta at mkeane@willcountygreen.com

http://www.willcountygreen.com/
mailto:mkeane@willcountygreen.com

