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UCEAN TRAS
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The Mississippi Rjver flows into the
GUIF of Mexico. From there, any
trash or polluted materials that
Flowed from these rivers gets
exposed to the oceahs.
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HOW TRASH GETS

ACCUMULATED IN THE QCEAN
(MARINE DEBRIS)

It travels through sewers
until it flows into waterways
and out to sea where it can
harm marine life.
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Waves and eat from the
sun break it into small \
 pieces called microplastic.




These CirCular diagrams are Called “gyres”.
GYres are currents Of Water that £low into g
CirCle. Qut in the middle of the ocCeah, these
Currents “trap” garbage, ahd that is why there
are these giaht patches of garbage in the
middle of the ocean.

PACIFIC

SOUTH
PACIFIC

ANTARCTIC CIRCUMPOLAR CURRENT

A giant garbage
patCh in the ocean.
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The dccompo:hlon times Jﬁ:ommon marine dcbd:

Marine Debris is defined as any persistent solid
material that is mahufaCtured Or processed directly
Or inhdirecCtly, intentionally or unintentionally,
disposed of into the marine environment or GGreat
Lakes (NOAA).



MARINE TRASH AND 175 EFFECT ON TROPHIC LEVELS
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How Plastics Break Down and Affect the Marine

Food WWeb

Secondary

Fragmentation due to
UV, mechanical and
microbial degradation

Primary
microplastics

microplastics

communities

Colonisation by rafting

Sedimentation of
high density
polymers
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’ Ingestion by
zooplankton and
fish
De-
fouling w

Sinking due to
biofouling
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Trophic
transfer
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Resuspension in
faeces and
pseudofaeces

Sedimentation
via marine snow
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Bioturbation
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Effects

dueto
ingestion

Plastics do not fully
decompose ih the
environment. But they do
break down ih smaller
pieces. These smaller
pieces are Called
miCroplastiCs, ahd they
Cah get ingested by fish
Or other marine life. This
Cah hot only Cause the
Fish to become sick and
affect their life, but it
Can also affect our lives
t00. The fish we eat
could have traces of
these miCroplastiCs in
them as well, which Can
affFect our diets and well
being.
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Pick up Trash
when you Can! It
helps the
environment!




TrY tO use reusable items when possible,
this WIll reduce the amount of garbage
that Cah get in the ocean
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JON THE REUSEREVDLUTION

rethinkdisposadle.org

‘[AKE AC‘”ONl Here are ten things you can do to
! help end the Throwaway Lifestyle:
TAKE THE PLEDGE 10 do your part — put a check next to

the actions that you pledge to take. For more information
visit: www.rethinkdisposable.org

N OI-F‘ANTA [ Action | (] Action 6 .b
Bring your own Bring your
shopping bag. own cup. -
s _JAction?2 lAction7 ... @
. Reduce the use of Slowdown /7 Ny
plastic bags for and dine in. i3l
produce & bulk items.
J Action 3 JAction8
‘n: Bringyourownfood  Saynoto
v container and utensils.  disposable straws,
& J Action 4 JActiond g ;
Carry areusable Avoid heavity a-,
water bottle. packaged foods. A
=g JAction 5 _J Action 10
% = packawaste-free Share these tips
= lunch. with friends!



Got Any Questions?
Please contact:

Christina Snitko, Energy ahd Conservation
CpecCialist

Cshitko@uwillcounhtygreen.com

Or (815)774-3381

For more information please Visit:
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