


The Des 
Plaines River 
flows into the 
Illinois River, 
which flows 
into the 
Mississippi 
River. 

The Mississippi River flows into the 
Gulf of Mexico. From there, any 
trash or polluted materials that 
flowed from these rivers gets 
exposed to the oceans. 





These circular diagrams are called “gyres”. 
Gyres are currents of water that flow into a 
circle. Out in the middle of the ocean, these 
currents “trap” garbage, and that is why there 
are these giant patches of garbage in the 
middle of the ocean.

A giant garbage 
patch in the ocean.





Marine Debris is defined as any persistent solid 
material that is manufactured or processed directly 
or indirectly, intentionally or unintentionally, 
disposed of into the marine environment or Great 
Lakes (NOAA).





How Plastics Break Down and Affect the Marine 
Food Web 

Plastics do not fully 
decompose in the 
environment. But they do 
break down in smaller 
pieces. These smaller 
pieces are called 
microplastics, and they 
can get ingested by fish 
or other marine life. This 
can not only cause the 
fish to become sick and 
affect their life, but it 
can also affect our lives 
too. The fish we eat 
could have traces of 
these microplastics in 
them as well, which can 
affect our diets and well 
being. 



What you can do to help? 



Pick up Trash 
when you can! It 
helps the 
environment! 



Try to use reusable items when possible, 
this will reduce the amount of garbage 
that can get in the ocean  



Got Any Questions? 

Please contact: 

Christina Snitko, Energy and Conservation 
Specialist 

csnitko@willcountygreen.com

Or (815)774-3381 

For more information please visit:

WillCountyGreen.com 

mailto:csnitko@willcountygreen.com

